Issue 266 | 16 March 2017

∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
MINISTER NKOANA-MASHABANE HOSTS HER NIGERIAN COUNTERPART
The meeting formed part of regular diplomatic engagements between South Africa and Nigeria and
was geared towards strengthening and deepening bilateral relations between the two countries.
On 13 March, the Minister of
International
Relations
and
Cooperation,
Maite
NkoanaMashabane, held bilateral talks with
her Nigerian counterpart, Geoffrey
Onyeama, in Pretoria.
Addressing the media afterwards,
Minister Nkoana-Mashabane said
their discussions enabled them to
further appreciate the vast nature of
the
two
countries’
bilateral
cooperation which covered, among
others, trade and investment,
energy,
agriculture,
mining,
defence,
health,
tourism,
environment,
education
and
transport, as well as science and
technology.
“In this regard, we further committed
ourselves to ensuring that all the
signed 34 sectoral agreements and
memoranda of understanding are
fully implemented.
“We noted with great satisfaction the economic cooperation between the two republics as evidenced by the increasing trade
volumes, as well as private-sector investments.
“We took note of more than 120 South African businesses operating in Nigeria in telecommunications, mining, aviation, banking
and finance, retail, property, entertainment and fast-food industries.”
They also noted and welcomed Nigeria’s small, micro and medium enterprises, as well as big companies like Dangote Sephaku
Cement that are entering the South African market.
Minister Nkoana-Mashabane said that she used the opportunity to brief Minister Onyeama on the recent unfortunate violent
incidents affecting foreign nationals in South Africa, including Nigerian nationals.
“In this regard, I highlighted the South African Government’s condemnation of these incidents and emphasised that no single
death had occurred during this unfortunate period.
“I reiterated South Africa’s condemnation of all forms of discrimination based on race, religion, sex or creed, including
xenophobia or ‘Afrophobia’.

“I further affirmed South Africa’s constitutional democracy which enshrines human rights, the Bill of Rights, democratic values,
human dignity, equality and freedoms.
“I also dispelled the notion that these incidents against foreign nationals were targeted at Nigerian nationals only as other
foreign nationals were also affected. I assured my counterpart that the South African Government was fully in control of the
situation and several interventions, including meetings with diplomatic community and émigré communities, security operations,
policy and legislation reviews were taking place.
“We both condemned these violent incidents against foreign nationals and the destruction of property and reiterated our call for
heightened law enforcement. We noted with concern the inciting statements or pronouncements, including fake news by certain
individuals, political actors and other interest and pressure groups. In this regard, we called for an immediate stop to this.
“We agreed to continue to work together and enhance diplomatic consultation on this matter and many other matters relevant
to the bilateral relations.”
The two ministers also used the opportunity to exchange views on the political and security situation in the respective regions
and the continent.
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MINISTER
NKOANA-MASHABANE
AND
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT

PREMIER

MCHUNU

CO-HOST

The theme adopted by the United Nations for this year’s International Women’s Day was “Be Bold
for Change”.
The Minister of International Relations
and Cooperation, Maite NkoanaMashabane, and the Premier of
KwaZulu-Natal
province,
Willies
Mchunu, co-hosted an event on 11
March to mark 2017 International
Women’s Day, which is celebrated
globally on 8 March.
The event took place at the Umfolozi
TVET College, Umhlathuze Municipality,
Richards Bay.
International Women's Day is a global
day celebrating the social, economic,
cultural and political achievements of
women.
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MINISTER NKOANA-MASHABANE HOSTS HER QATARI COUNTERPART
The two ministers reviewed progress in South Africa-Qatar bilateral political and economic
relations. They also discussed matters of strategic interest relating to regional and global security.
The Minister of International Relations and
Cooperation, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, hosted her
Qatari counterpart, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani, in Pretoria on 10 March. The
meeting followed the successful State Visit by
President Jacob Zuma to the State of Qatar in May
2016.
Total trade between South Africa and Qatar
increased from R4 billion in 2012 to R7 billion in 2016.
Qatar has the world’s third-largest conventional gas
reserves and is also a top-15 oil-exporting country. It
is strategically located in the Strait of Hormuz in the
Arabian Sea, which remains critical in relation to
global energy security.
Qatar is also benefiting from sizable investments
from South Africa, predominantly in the
petrochemical sector.
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FEMALE DIPLOMATS CAPACITATED
The programme concluded on 10 March 2017 with a graduation ceremony, which included the
celebration of International Women’s Day, which is commemorated on 8 March 2017.
The
Department
of
International Relations and
Cooperation’s
Mediation
Support
Unit
and
International School recently
hosted a Capacity-Building
Programme
on
Conflict
Resolution,
Negotiation,
Mediation and Constitution
Drafting for senior women
diplomats
from
various
African countries, as well as
10 officials from the relevant
International Cooperation,
Trade and Security Cluster
departments
from
20
February to 10 March 2017.
In
2016,
two
similar
programmes were offered
i.e. in June to Student
Representative
Council
members of South Africa’s
institutes of higher education
and in August to South
African women leaders.
This initiative forms part of a partnership with Norway (Norwegian Embassy) and represents South Africa's commitment to the
African Agenda, including regional and continental efforts to address conflict and the challenges of the post-conflict,
reconstruction and development (PCRD) process.
South Africa committed herself to the 50th Anniversary Solemn Declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the African
Union (AU) assembled at the Golden Jubilee of the Organisation of African Unity AU/AU, which called for the development of
Agenda 2063 through a people-centred process. This process recognised the invaluable role of women, youth, the private
sector, academia, labour and civil society as critical stakeholders responsible for implementing Agenda 2063, to assume a
leading role in shaping and charting the future course and destiny of the continent and its people.

The Training Programme on Conflict Resolution, Negotiation, Mediation and Constitutional Drafting covered a wide range of
issues within the framework of PCRD, mediation, peacekeeping, negotiation, international relations and diplomacy. The
programme was furthermore aimed at not only improving an understanding of these issues, but to provide participants with the
necessary diplomatic and other skills to perform as diplomats for their countries. A number of site visits to complement the
substance and presentations by experts also formed part of the training schedule.
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SA-LED IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS RE-APPOINTS DIRECTOR-GENERAL
YUKIYA AMANO
The board’s decision will be ratified by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) General
Conference in September 2017.
The IAEA Board of Governors, under the leadership
of its Chair, Ambassador Tebogo Seokolo, took a
decision on Wednesday, 8 March 2017, to re-appoint,
by acclamation, Yukiya Amano, for a third term as the
Director-General of the organisation for the period 1
December 2017 to 30 November 2021.
Congratulating Mr Amano on his re-appointment as
Director-General of the IAEA, Minister Maite NkoanaMashabane, Minister of International Relations and
Cooperation, stated that: “Under the leadership of Mr
Amano, the IAEA has in recent decades effectively
used nuclear science and technology to support
member states to achieve their developmental
objectives.
This is particularly evident in the IAEA’s programmes
in human health, which are assisting countries to,
among others, establish cancer treatment systems;
enhance agricultural production by treating animal diseases which may also be harmful to human beings; and treatment of
water and environmental management. The Minister further highlighted the important assistance the IAEA has provided to
African countries in tackling the outbreak of Ebola, Rinderpest and malaria.
The session of the IAEA Board of Governors also welcomed positive progress on the implementation of the nuclear agreement
between Iran and the Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council (P5+1). The board noted with satisfaction
that Iran continued to show its commitment in implementing the agreement, and called for all the parties to keep the positive
momentum. The board also reflected on the nuclear-related developments in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
In addition, the board received a report on the Nuclear Technology Review 2017, which highlighted emerging global nuclear
technology trends and the importance of nuclear power as a viable option to address the energy challenges faced by many
countries. The report further noted that many countries were embarking on nuclear programmes for peaceful purposes in order
to mitigate against the impact of climate change and advance medical research and its applications. In this regard, the report
highlighted that there were currently 30 countries operating nuclear power plants for energy purposes. The report also projected
that by 2030, the global nuclear power capacity would have expanded by between 1,9% in the low and 56% in the high-case
scenario.
Ambassador Seokolo was elected to Chair the Board of Governors of the IAEA for the period October 2016 and will continue
until October 2017.
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MINISTER VISITS SANDF MEMBERS IN DRC
The South African National Defence Force (SANDF) is a component of the Force Intervention
Brigade (FIB), deployed by the United Nations (UN) Organisation in the eastern part of the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
The Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, was in the DRC recently where she conducted an
oversight visit to the mission areas where South African troops are deployed. The Minister met with South African military
personnel in Goma, headquarters of MONUSCO, the largest UN peacekeeping operation and later visited the city of Beni,
which is located in North Kivu DRC.
The visit, according to spokesperson Joy Peter, would give SANDF troops an opportunity to engage with the Minister on issues
affecting them. This provided her with first-hand insights into both the positive and negative impact of deployment in an effort
to devise suitable executive level interventions, where necessary.

“The Minister has seen it imperative to conduct oversight visits to mission areas where our troops are deployed in support of
peacekeeping missions and international obligations,” Peter said.
Minister Mapisa-Nqakula also used the visit as an opportunity to spend time with female troops in commemoration of
International Women’s Day.
Women in the military face a variety of challenges as opposed to their male counterparts, especially when they have to balance
duty to their country and personal life in a foreign land.
“It is with this view also that Minister Mapisa-Nqakula would like to set aside time during her trip to not only appreciate female
troops, but afford them a platform to ventilate issues affecting women soldiers in mission areas, and hopefully together find
sustainable solutions,” explained Peter.
Minister Mapisa-Nqakula also handed out military care packages to SANDF members. – Source: SAnews.gov.za

∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
SA AND RUSSIA COMMITTED TO FORGING STRONGER COMMUNICATION
RELATIONS
The visit stems from the Intergovernmental Committee on Trade and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
programme that was held in November 2016.
The Minister of Communications, Faith
Muthambi, hosted the Vice-Minister of
Telecom and Mass Communication of the
Russian Federation, Alexey Volin, at
Tshedimosetso House, the seat of
Government Communications from 6 to 8
March.
During Minister Muthambi’s opening
remarks, she indicated that “ITEC was
initially signed in 1999 between the
Republic of South Africa and the Russian
Federation. ITEC has proven to be an
effective instrument in contributing
directly to improved two-way trade and
investment, as well as critical skills
development and technology exchanges,
and has given practical substance to the
political commitment on the part of our
two countries”.
Diplomatic relations between South Africa and Russia began in 1992, and this year marks the 25th Anniversary of strong ties
between both countries. The meeting also coincides with South Africa’s celebration of the 100th centenary of OR Tambo who
had strong ties with the then Soviet Union.
The meeting identified strong areas of collaboration for meaningful cooperation and exchange and further identified new
opportunities for collaboration, especially in the context of the Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) community.
Both countries have agreed to cooperate in the exchange of content and joint production of documentaries and films. As a
precursor, the SA News Agency and Sputnik News Agency signed a memorandum of understanding on the exchange of
information. The countries have also committed to an exchange of e-skills in the areas of media literacy, animation, digital
content development and digitisation of media.
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BIGGEST ISSUE FOR WORLD'S WOMEN IS VIOLENCE, SAYS UNITED NATIONS (UN)
Violence is the biggest challenge facing women around the world as progress in gender equality
is erratic and at times a baffling contradiction, said a top official at UN Women ahead of
International Women's Day.

South African Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, executive
director of UN Women, said that despite decades of
pushing for equal rights, no one nation could call itself
gender equal, with countries making advances in some
areas yet backsliding in others.
Mlambo-Ngcuka described the global gender pay gap of
24% as "the biggest robber" of women.
UN Women is launching a global coalition to tackle pay
inequality during the meeting of the UN Commission on
the status of women.
But Mlambo-Ngcuka said the biggest difficulty facing
women is violence.

One in three women suffer physical or sexual violence during their lifetime, and half of female murder victims are killed by
partners or family members, according to UN Women.
About 120 million girls worldwide, roughly one in 10, have experienced forced intercourse or other sexual acts, the group says.
"Obviously, class and geography help some women to survive this issue differently, but everywhere in the world the big issue
of violence against women is a reality, whether you are rich or poor, in a developed or developing country," she said.
"Even countries that have the highest indicators on gender equality, like Iceland, still have to confront the issue of violence
against women."
Mlambo-Ngcuka has since 2013 headed the UN body charged with promoting gender equality and women's empowerment.
She was a Member of Parliament in South Africa and the nation's first female deputy president.
She said global advances in women's rights, from equal pay to boosting women in leadership and lowering rates of violence,
were spotty and unequal. – Source: www.timeslive.com
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SA PARTICIPATES IN WORLD COMMUNICATIONS FORUM (WCF)
South Africa’s participation in the WCF indicates that the country recognises information and
communications technology (ICT) as a critical enabler of economic activity in an increasingly
networked world, says Communications Minister, Faith Muthambi.
The South African delegation recently travelled to Geneva, Switzerland, to attend
the 2017 week-long WCF from 13 to 17 March. The delegation is led by BrandSA
trustee, Muditambi Ravele, and Government Communication and Information
System (GCIS) acting CEO, Donald Diphoko.
“It is critical for our country to remain globally competitive … ICT is a critical enabler
of economic activity in an increasingly networked world. Government’s ability to
communicate with citizens is critical in the delivery of services, deepening
democracy and the ability of citizens to interact with government, so we hold the
view that the WCF will help us to enhance government communications in order to
be accountable as well as to set the agenda of public discourse,” the Minister said.
This respected international platform is intended to cover different areas of public affairs, media, digital services, branding and
related aspects. – Source: SANews.gov.za
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PARLIAMENT PARTNERS WITH PARDEE CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL FUTURES
IN USA
Parliament of South Africa and the world acclaimed Frederick S Pardee Centre for International
Futures that is based at Denver University in America, are working on a partnership agreement
aimed at enhancing long-range strategic planning for shaping and directing human development.
This is the product of a visit to the Pardee Centre in Colorado by a six-member delegation of Parliament led by Secretary to
Parliament, Gengezi Mgidlana, recently.

Mgidlana says the engagements with the Pardee Centre were eye-opening, empowering and setting a framework for
collaboration that will greatly benefit Parliament’s efforts to build a member-centric administration that provides higher-quality
support services to Members of Parliament.
One of the new models adopted by the Parliament of South Africa is a longer-range planning framework that takes into account
global, continental, regional and national development goals as contained in the sustainable development goals (SDGs), African
Union’s 2063 Vision and the National Development Plan.
The partnership of South Africa’s Parliament with the Pardee Centre for International Futures will help the country tap into
cutting-edge knowledge bases and methodologies adopted by the world-renowned centre, which are already used by over 186
countries of the world.
The United States visit included a study tour to the United Nations (UN) Headquarters regarding collaborative efforts pertaining
to the implementation of the SDGs and partnerships with appropriate UN agencies, particularly the UN Development
Programme.
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BRAND SA IN AUSTRALIA TO PERSUADE EXPATS TO FLY THE FLAG FOR SOUTH
AFRICA
Brand SA – which is responsible for promoting a positive reputation for South Africa – was recently
on a mission in Australia, networking and talking to expats living there.

Two media dinners were held – in Sydney and Melbourne – in an effort to persuade South Africans living in Australia to promote
South Africa as a desirable destination for investment and tourism.
This was Brand SA’s third visit to Australia, which is home to an estimated 150 000 South African immigrants, the secondbiggest South African emigrant population after the United Kingdom.

According to Brand SA, South African immigrants constitute the eighth-largest immigrant community in Australia.
Research conducted by Brand South Africa in 2015 indicated that South Africans living in Australia were some of the most
negative about the country.
Dr Kingsley Makhubela, Brand SA’s CEO, says: “Brand SA has returned to Australia to respond to some of the issues raised
by the research in 2015. During the visit, we will provide updated information and feedback on the performance of South Africa
domestically and internationally”.
“South Africans living abroad are one of the most important constituencies because of their ability to promote and profile the
country positively, [and] can be encouraged to fly the South African flag … and we’re hoping that our visit will persuade South
African expatriates to contribute to collective efforts promote South Africa as a globally competitive business and tourist
destination.”
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CALL FOR ENTRIES FOR 2017 SADC MEDIA AWARDS
The South African media are invited to submit their entries for the 2017 Southern African
Development Community (SADC) Media Awards Competition.
To promote regional integration and cooperation, the awards aim to recognise excellence in journalism in the area of print,
photo, television, radio as well as to encourage media practitioners in member states to cover issues pertaining to the region.
The competition also consists of the Water Media Awards, which are aimed at recognising stories that promote integrated water
resource management in the SADC region.
The competition has four categories, namely: print, photojournalism, television and radio.
Journalists who wish to enter the competition can access more information about the competition, including competition rules
as well as application forms from the GCIS website link: http://www.gov.za/speeches/2017-sadc-media-awards-competitionrules-8-mar-2017-0000.
The closing date is 20 March 2017.
Entries need to be posted or delivered to the GCIS offices marked: SADC Media Awards Entry, GCIS, 1035 Francis Baard
Street, Hatfield, Pretoria, 0028. – Source: SAnews.gov.za
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AIRLINK ADDS DIRECT ROUTE BETWEEN VIC FALLS AND CAPE TOWN
Travellers wanting to make the most of South Africa's Cape Town and Zimbabwe's Victoria Falls,
can now do so with the new Airlink direct flight between the two hotspot destinations.
The daily flights, except for Saturdays, between
Cape Town and Victoria Falls will be effective from
2 July. The flight departs from Cape Town
International at 08:30 am arriving at Victoria Falls
International at 11:15 am.
The return flight departs Victoria Falls International
at 11:45 am arriving at Cape Town International at
14:40 pm. Airlink and South African Airways allow
travellers to utilise the two airlines by connecting
seamlessly onto each other’s services and routes,
allowing multisector itineraries to be booked utilising
a single carrier and ticket.
This inclusion of Victoria Falls in Airlink’s network
has added yet another world-renowned destination
to its extensive eco-leisure network.The airline also
recently announced expansions on two other
routes. Come 6 June 2017, the airline will increase
its flight frequency between Cape Town and Maun,
Botswana, offering a daily service. The additional
flights will operate on Tuesdays and Thursdays
From 2 July, Airlink will add a second flight between Cape Town and Nelspruit, to its daily schedule, except on Saturdays.
– Source: Traveller24
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RUSSIA TO SCRAP VISAS FOR SA TRAVELLERS FROM APRIL
From 1 April, South African leisure travellers will no longer need to apply for visas when travelling
to Russia.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation said in a statement that
South African citizens travelling to Russia without the intention of working,
studying or living in the country would be free from visa requirements and could
enter, stay or transit without a visa for a duration of up to 90 days.
The Department of Home Affairs has been engaging with Russia on the issue
since last year, with some travellers having jumped the gun on the official
implementation period and the Russian Embassy to South Africa at the time
warning that visa-free travel between the two countries for a period up to 90 days
was not yet in effect.
Russia is a destination that has considerably increased in popularity with South
African travellers during the past year.
– Source: Traveller24
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FIFTY YEARS AFTER HEART TRANSPLANT, SA MAKES ANOTHER CARDIAC
BREAKTHROUGH
Fifty years after South Africa performed the world's first successful heart transplant, a woman from
the Cape Flats has made another landmark medical discovery that could prevent hundreds of
cardiac-related deaths every year.
The discovery of a gene that is a major cause of
sudden death among under-35s is likely to put
South Africa on the map in the world of genetics,
showing that the country "is on par with
international researchers".
Maryam Fish, 30, of Lansdowne, led an all-female
team of researchers at the University of Cape
Town (UCT), along with Gasnat Shaboodien and
Sarah Krause, who made the discovery with
researchers from Italy.
The gene, called CDH2, is found in everyone, but
a mutation causes a genetic disorder known as
arrythmogenic right ventricle cardiomyopathy
(ARVC), which increases the risk of heart disease
and cardiac arrest.
Sudden cardiac death is estimated to hit more
than five young people in South Africa daily,
according to the Medical Research Council.
In under-35s, an inherited form of disease of the heart muscle plays a prominent role in fatalities as a result of cardiac arrest.
"We sequenced all the genes in the human genome in two cousins who were affected," said Fish, explaining that the cousins
were identified after a 22-year-old relative died suddenly.
"We then looked for common variants and had a list of 13 000, which we narrowed down through a series of filtering criteria
until we got the CDH2 variant, which was the most likely causal variant in this family."
The team then screened the gene in a number of unrelated individuals who also had ARVC.
This added "more evidence to our case that the CDH2 gene was the causal gene for ARVC".
Announcing the discovery recently, UCT Dean of Health, Bongani Mayosi, likened its importance to the first heart transplant,
performed by Dr Christiaan Barnard at Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town in 1967. – Source: www.timeslive.co.za
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WHO GIVES SA PAT ON THE BACK FOR TACKLING DIABETES, OBESITY
South Africa has been lauded by the World Health Organisation (WHO) for tackling diabetes and
obesity.

The organisation said the country had set a good example for other countries with its efforts to implement a tax to help curb
sugar intake.
The WHO said that it "strongly supports" the sugar tax on beverages.
Brand South Africa recently flagged the world body's recognition on its website.
During his Budget speech last month, the Minister of Finance, Pravin Gordhan, said the tax would come into effect once
legislation was finalised.
"By implementing a tax on sugary drinks to increase the prices of these beverages, South Africa will be taking a proactive step
to reduce intake of sugars, which contributes to unhealthy weight gain and other diet-related non-communicable diseases, such
as diabetes," said Dr Rufaro Chatora, the WHO's representative for South Africa. – Source: www.timeslive.co.za
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HUGE GROWTH IN NUMBER OF SA WOMEN OPENING THEIR HOMES TO AIRBNB
TOURISTS
A study issued recently shows that worldwide‚ women hosts have earned over $10 billion from
Airbnb‚ through home-sharing.
South Africa alone has over 14 00 local women hosts‚ which has
grown 56 times since 2012‚ the company said in a statement.
The percentage of South African women hosts who have hosted at
least one international guest is 80%.
Typical annual income for women hosts in South Africa is measured
as R25 380.
The percentage of South African women hosts who use Airbnb
income to support themselves while working part-time is 18%.
Airbnb prepared the study to mark International Women’s Day on 8
March 2017. – Source: www.timeslive.co.za
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SOUTH AFRICA’S ROUTE 62 IS WORLD’S BEST ROAD TRIP
The scenic Route 62, between Cape Town and Oudtshoorn, has been named by CNN Travel as the
world’s best road trip destination.

A CNN travel poll, as voted by tourists and travel
journalists, puts the scenic and fun-filled road
between Cape Town and Oudtshoorn, Route 62,
as the top road trip destination in the world, beating
out a host of legendary global grand tours including
Canada’s Alcan Highway and the Ticlio Pass in
Peru.
While Route 62 primarily connects Cape Town to
Oudtshoorn, and ultimately the Garden Route
further east, a host of attractions and activities
along the road, and off its beaten path, incorporate
smaller towns in the area, including Montagu,
Humansdorp and parts of the Klein Karoo.
CNN calls the road “a journey to the unexpected”,
with something for everyone, highlighting the
natural beauty of the region’s “fauna, rivers, valleys
and plains” and the diversity of activities available
that turn the seemingly mundane commute into an
adventure.
Everything and anything from wine tours and safari drives, heritage and art tours, hiking and mountain climbing, water sport
and fishing, or just quiet contemplation while watching one of kind views with a cold drink and a good meal, Route 62 has it all.
– Source: CNN, Official Route 62 website
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NEW R700-M DUAL-BRAND HOTEL ON TRACK TO REDEFINE CAPE TOWN'S
BUDGET STAY OFFERING
Tsogo Sun’s new dual-brand 19-storey hotel development on the corner of Bree, Buitengracht and Strand streets in
Cape Town is entering the final stages of development and hoping to open up the more affordable budget stay
offerings in the city for the business and leisure traveller.

The hotel is expected to be completed by September 2017, with construction estimated at R700 million, says the group.
The two new hotels, consisting of the SunSquare Cape Town City Bowl and the StayEasy Cape Town City Bowl – will expand
Tsogo Sun’s offering in Cape Town by 504 rooms.
“We’re delighted to have the opportunity to increase our presence in one of the most vibrant cities on the continent. We believe

the continued development and rejuvenation of Cape Town’s city centre will cater to growing demand for hotel accommodation,”
says Marcel von Aulock, Tsogo Sun’s CEO.
The development consists of a 202-bedroom SunSquare Cape Town City Bowl hotel with five conference venues, the largest
of which caters for up to 140 delegates; Tsogo Sun’s trendy and fast-growing Vigour & Verve casual dining offering; a rooftop
pool and bar with panoramic views; retail space; and a fitness centre.
The StayEasy Cape Town City Bowl hotel offers 302 bedrooms with a dedicated breakfast restaurant and access to all the
facilities on complex. The project also includes ample undercover parking for 300 vehicles.
Tsogo Sun General Manager for the new hotels, Chandresh Singh, says guests can expect to pay between R1 000 to R1 299
(seasonal) per night at the StayEasy, while the SunSquare offering rate would be about R1 500 and R2 000 per night.
Tsogo Sun also operates three full-service hotels in Cape Town’s CBD, namely Southern Sun The Cullinan,
Southern Sun Waterfront and Southern Sun Cape Sun, as well as the Garden Court Nelson Mandela Boulevard and SunSquare
Cape Town Gardens – with its total number of bedrooms operated in the Cape Town city centre to over 2 000.
The world's largest hotel group, Marriott International, has earmarked some R3-billion investment into South Africa’s hospitality
industry, with three new hotels being built in Cape Town at an estimated R2 billion and adding over 500 rooms to Cape Town’s
hotel accommodation offering. – Source: www.news24.co.za
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TREVOR NOAH WINS BIG AT NICKELODEON KIDS CHOICE AWARDS
South Africa’s Trevor Noah won big at the 2017 Nickelodeon Kids Choice Awards in Los Angeles,
California, taking home the trophy for Favourite African Star.
The Daily Show host beat fellow South Africans Pearl Thusi and Wayde Van
Niekerk, Nigerians Yemi Alade and Funke Akindele Bello and Kenyan Lupita
Nyong'o to take home the coveted orange “blimp” after kids across Africa voted for
the Born a Crime star.
The news follows hot on the heels of Noah's latest triumph when he was chosen as
one of 10 Next Generation Leaders by Time Magazine.
Receiving his award at the set of The Daily Show, Noah quipped, "Nickelodeon! And
the kids! Thank you so much for this amazing award, I am so honoured to be your
Favourite African Star. Thank you so much for giving me this Nickelodeon Kids'
Choice Award”.
Hosted by WWE Superstar John Cena, Nickelodeon's 2017 Kids' Choice Awards
took place on Saturday, 11 March, at USC's Galen Centre in Los Angeles. – Source:
www.channel24.co.za
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SA BALLET PRODIGY‚ 11‚ OFF TO PERFORM ON WORLD STAGE
Miguel Franco-Green grooved to hip-hop as a youngster but it’s the 11-year-old’s phenomenal
ballet skills that will put him on the world stage.
Next month, the talented dancer from Johannesburg is hoping to win at the prestigious Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) ballet
competition in New York. After submitting two video auditions for the competition‚ he made it through to the final round much to
the surprise of his dance teacher.
The odds of getting in with a video are very slim because they first consider the people from the qualifying round. For him to
make it in with a video is even more difficult than auditioning live‚” said dance instructor Jayde Swart.
Miguel’s mother‚ Chantelle‚ said: “When we heard that he had gotten in‚ literally we had two weeks to tell them whether we
were going and YAGP is not something you say no to. It’s a huge honour to be chosen‚ so we haven’t had a lot of time”.
Miguel started dancing at five‚ doing hip-hop. But soon he was asking his mother to put him in a ballet class where he thrived.
In his dance team‚ he is the youngest but that does not scare him at all. It motivates him.
Miguel went to Seoul in Korea last year for a dance competition and managed to walk away with the big prize‚ beating more
than 300 entrants.
Miguel will be leaving on 1 April. – Source: TMG Digital
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SA ADVENTURER POWERS TO NEW WORLD RECORD
South African Big Wave Surfer and Guinness SUP World Record Holder, Chris Bertish, has
completed the first, solo, unsupported Transatlantic SUP Crossing.
Bertish set off on the greatest ocean adventure ever
attempted from the coast of Morocco on 6 December
2016 and traversed 4 050 nm/7 500 km, paddling 1
944 000 strokes across the Atlantic Ocean for 93
days, to reach the finish in English Harbour, Antigua.
Bertish paddled to the English Harbour shores to
receive a hero’s welcome and flotilla on the water to
guide and encourage him to the finish line. Chris’
own brothers, locals and project supporters from
around the globe turned out to watch the dramatic
arrival take place.
As the nearly 20’ specialised SUP craft, the ImpiFish,
shoved to shore for the first time in three months,
after much cheering, hugging and tears of joy, Chris
commented, “If you truly believe in yourself and
persevere, anything is possible, and here we are.
After over three months solo on the open ocean, I am
here, on land again with friends and family – my feelings of accomplishment and extreme gratitude for everyone that made this
incredible journey possible are beyond words”.
The SUP Crossing will continue raising funds for several charitable organisations, including The Lunchbox Fund, Operation
Smile and Signature of Hope. Bertish personally committed to funding one operation for a child in Africa through Operation
Smile for every world record he achieved on this epic Transatlantic journey.
And he achieved many of them, including a new world record for a 24-hour solo unsupported and unassisted open ocean
distance SUP. – Source: www.news24.co.za
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RABADA CRACKS ODI TOP 5 RANKING
Proteas fast bowler Kagiso Rabada has broken into the top five of the official International Cricket
Council One Day International (ODI) bowler rankings for the first time after his performances in
New Zealand.
Rabada took eight wickets in four matches at an average of 17
to help the Proteas in clinching the ODI series 3-2 against the
Black Caps.
Rabada, who was in seventh prior to the series, leap-frogged
Australia's Josh Hazlewood and Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan
to move to No 5.
Proteas spinner Imran Tahir remains top of the pile after taking
six wickets in his five games. – Source: www.news24.co.za
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TWO BLITZBOKS MAKE VANCOUVER DREAM TEAM
Despite their loss in the Cup Final of the Canada Sevens, two Blitzboks cracked the nod for the
Dream Team of the event in Vancouver.

The South Africans went down 19-7 to England in
the showpiece match, but there was some
consolation afterwards for Rosko Specman and
Chris Dry, who received Dream Team honours.
Despite their defeat, the Blitzboks maintained
their strong overall series lead.
The South Africans started the tournament, the
second of the North American leg of the World
Series, 24 points ahead of Fiji in second place.
They returned to South Africa 23 points ahead of
England, who have moved into second spot on
the overall log. The lead over Fiji, current series
champions and Olympic Gold medallists, is now
26 points with four tournaments remaining in the
2016/17 series.
The next tournament, in Hong Kong, starts on 7 April. – Source: www.news24.co.za
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